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secretary of the Massachusetts Civic 
League, Benjamin C. Marsh, secretary of 
the Commission on Congestion of Popu- 
lation, New York City; Edward E. 
Pratt, School of Philanthropy, New 
York; Andrew Wright Crawford, assist- 
ant city solicitor, Philadelphia; Joseph 
W. Shirley, Chief Engineer Baltimore 
Topographical Survey; Prof. James S. 
Pray, of Harvard University; Warren H. 
Manning and John Nolen, landscape ar- 
chitects, and Sylvester Baxter, secretary 
of the Metropolitan Improvement League 
of Boston. An exhibition of city plans 
and charts, showing congested districts, 
will be set forth in the Chamber of Com- 
merce rooms at the time the conference 
is in session. 

town plan- Under the patronage of 
ning confer- His Majesty the King 
ence, London, the Royal Institute of 
1910 British Architects will 

hold a great Town Plan- 
ning Conference at the Royal Institute, 
9 Conduit Street, Regent Street, London, 
W., from the 11th to the 16th of July. 
This conference has been arranged in 
view of the recent passing into law of the 
Housing and Town Planning Act, 1909, 
which makes it of the utmost importance 
that the architectural development of 
towns should receive careful consider- 
ation. It is expected that papers will be 
contributed by leading authorities and 
the program of the conference includes 
an exhibition of drawings, plans, models, 
and literature bearing upon the subject, 
in addition to stereopticon exhibits of town 
plans and views. As this conference will 
be attended by those actively engaged in 
town planning in all parts of the world it 
affords excellent opportunity for exploita- 
tion as well as education, and an effort 
is being made to insure a fair American 
exhibit. The Washington, Chicago, and 
other city plans should by all means be 
shown. 

art in During the past winter 

Toledo the Director of the To- 

ledo Art Museum, Mr. 
George W. Stevens, has delivered lectures 
on art on Friday evenings in the various 



public school buildings before audiences 
made up of parents and children. Seven 
other lecturers donated their services, 
says the Toledo Museum News, and some 
seventy-five lantern talks were arranged 
by the Board of Education. These lec- 
tures were most successful and were 
largely attended, often testing the capac- 
ity of the school auditoriums. This is 
the beginning of a movement in Toledo 
to make the school buildings neighbor- 
hood centers, useful to the parents as well 
as to the child. It may be added that the 
Toledo Art Museum is erecting a hand- 
some new building which will be ready 
for occupancy in the fall. 

the friends A society, unique in this 
of American country, called "The 
art Friends of American 

Art/' has been formed 
in Chicago, with the purpose of securing 
for that city an adequate and representa- 
tive collection of American paintings and 
sculpture. It seems appropriate that Chi- 
cago should in this matter have taken the 
initiative as it is without doubt one of the 
most progressive cities in America and 
destined to become one of the great art 
centers. Over 500 people visit yearly the 
Art Institute, the art school of which is 
the best equipped and the largest in at- 
tendance of any art school in the country. 
Its library, furthermore, is very complete, 
and is consulted by over 50,000 persons 
during the year, and its numerous lectures 
on all subjects relating to art give added 
educational facilities of the highest order. 
But the Art Institute has been able to 
purchase pictures to a very limited ex- 
tent, its income being spent for suste- 
nance, and while it contains many excellent 
examples of French, Dutch, German. 
Italian, and Spanish art, the American 
collection is very meager, a score of can- 
vases all told. By securing works that 
will be an honor to the Institution and the 
city, as well as a credit to the artist, the 
new society hopes to supply this defi- 
ciency. It is essential that there should 
be a collection that will illustrate the 
chronology of American Art, and as time 
goes on it grows more and more difficult 
to obtain good examples of the work of 
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deceased painters. Not long ago a direc- 
tor of one of our principal museums made 
a list of two hundred painters whose work 
was of a quality to be included in an 
American Art Gallery and of that num- 
ber it is found the Art Institute possesses 
examples of but twenty. Within the last 
few months the Art Institute has added 
eleven new galleries, several of which 
could be dedicated to an American collec- 
tion ; therefore the moment seemed propi- 
tious to start a movement to provide for 
yearly accessions. It is the intention of 
"The Friends of American Art" to es- 
tablish a fund large enough to purchase 
ten or fifteen works of art annually, pref- 
erably from the exhibition held each year 
at the Art Institute which includes paint- 
ings and sculpture by the foremost Amer- 
ican artists residing in the United States 
and abroad. This will, it is thought, have 
a threefold effect: secure for Chicago a 
valuable American collection, lend stimu- 
lus to the artists, and raise the standard 
of the annual exhibition. Those who be- 
come members of this Society sign a 
pledge of intention to give $200 a year 
for the next five years toward the pur- 
chase and presentation, to the Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago, for permanent exhibition, 
selected works by the best American 
artists. The plan met with such cordial 
approval that in a very short time ninety- 
five pledges were secured and the success 
of the movement established. It is now 
confidently expected that the fund will 
amount to thirty thousand dollars yearly. 
Such a purchase fund, with the new Pot- 



ter Palmer Gold Medal, carrying with it 
a prize of $1,000, the Harris Silver Medal 
with $500, and the Harris Bronze Medal 
with $300, besides the private purchases, 
will make the autumn exhibition of the Art 
Institute one of the most important and 
interesting in the country. 

American art America will be repre- 
in south sented, and creditably, 
America in the International 
Fine Arts Expositions 
to be held at Buenos Aires and at San- 
tiago, Argentine Republic, during the 
coming summer and autumn, Congress 
having appropriated a sufficient sum for 
the purpose, and the State Department 
appointing Mr. John E. D. Trask Com- 
missioner General from the United 
States. This is very important for the 
great nations of South America have 
never before had an opportunity to be- 
come familiar with the art of this country 
and the European nations are all to be 
well represented. South America is in 
a formative state and making rapid 
strides forward. Buenos Aires is one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world and 
one of the wealthiest. Large prizes are 
offered and purchases assured. The 
American exhibit has been carefully as- 
sembled in order that it might be a true 
index to national accomplishment and has 
been confined to the works of resident 
artists. It will be shipped about April 
20th, when Mr. Trask and Mr. Charles 
Francis Browne, assistant commissioner, 
will sail for Buenos Aires. 
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